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NEW MORALITY IN
GREENWICH VILLAGE

“Karen,”” by Hjalmar Berg-
strom, a Post-lbsene Play
on Marriage.

A DANISH ‘“WHY MARRY?"

The Village Players Give a Some:
what Heavy but Very Sin-
cere Performance.

KARSYN, & drama in faur acia, by Jlisimar
Bergstrom; transiated by Edwin Biork-
mun. At the Greenwich Village Theatre.
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Mr. Dooley Las never explained what
he meant when he said, apropos of
cuolts, ** tiie Scandirnavians w411 marry.”’
'he mystery wus deeper LLen €VeT last
night in Greenwich Viilage.

For the second tim2 in this scason’s
plays attention i3 callad to the fact that,
for people in the nrofessions, marriage
and children are increasingily ditficult.
In “ Why Marry? " Mr. Wililams dig-
cusses the subject vrith o, pavety deeply
grounded {n human comprehension and
riorel feeling, And he answers his
prodlem with an amusing i? inconse-
guent “* Whyv noi?”’

But Bergstrom 'z & Seandinavian; and
that means, for one thing, that he is so
far from gay as to be a redoubtable
zloom champlon. Yor another thing it
means that he Liinks nt no conseguence.
\Wnen people 5¢ &an age (o maryy can't
aarry, natulz nas & wuy of revenging
herself. This Iltaren Is 28, yet she has
lived with & young novellst who died,
and later with & scuiptor In Taris, te
vwhom she gave the sack for infidelity.
She now regards herself as a * widow "’
and ‘* divorcée.” One ef her sisters,
vhose engagemert was broken off, went
insane and is nowin an agylum. Another,
in short skirts, iz carrying on a secret
zffair. The boy of the houschold has
Zrightened away on2 Lousemsid, anld is
inaking eyes at ner suoe What can
Aly. Lwoley have teaut”

in mond and manner i

ae pluy is what
Maurice Barr;mors once called Ibhsenc.
The story iz simply told, siveere, dra-
motic in is fina! develepnient, and
without o scinvtilia of hum
sreenwich viliagerz onee or twice brok
irito tentative merrinlent for some rea-
ron of their own,

Thougi the manner of the »lay is
foin Jusen, howeser, s morality finda
itg prototype in onc of the essays of
Ellen Iter: but it may be coubted
whether that grest femin wouid have
countenanced the stresz that iy here
lald upon it. ¥Fur the gaestien of chil-
fren, and o7 the recedr of & future gen-
«rgtion, which buliy so large in Ellen
Key, are hare ignorzd, and indeed whis-
tled ddwn the wind., The emnphasis is on
the alleged vight < the individual (o
liva for his owia developwenr primarily.

In a word, not only the milieu but the
n to eur public, Ir Daen-

ark the play wan e by
the censos, arg il LS00 with greal
success,  Omr o wny obuléy breiter—
{0 perimit th2 preduction aud leave it to
fts fai=—-"Ibsee, Lul 2ol heard,” s
Burrymere put it

Hitherto {t has heen the custom of
the drama from Weashingion Square
and way stations to laugh at the sup-
posed mauners of the natives. That is
the truer method, Tor they are very
largely a matter o * Latin Quarter”
pose. Director I'aniz Conroy and his
nesociates, however, take this piayv with
the utniost serfousness—viilen 1s, in-
deed, the oniy wsay, if you take it at
all, except perhars for the ecritic.

he performance {s rather heavy and
stolid, but nevertheless capable and on
the whole adequaate. Mre. Conroy  is
the paterfiumiliag, a proiesscr of the-
ology, who is comvurehersibly shoeked
and baffied. Grace Henderson s his
wife whe, as if seems, has vead ILilen
i{ey and so understands her children.
Deth play with fine cdignity, intelii-
ence and Fecling,  Fania Marinofr as
aren and \Mr, Maltzer as the zceulptor
characterize with vigor and effact.
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